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Ethics in Primary Care 

n  What does the Ethics committee do? 
n  Ohio DNR law: Patient Self Determination Act. 
n  Grandview Level of Care orders 
n  Who decides when the patient cannot? 
n  Case 



Bioethics Advisory Committee 

n  Provides consultations 
n  Reviews policies 
n  Education 
n  Mentoring 



Legal, Financial and Quality 
Issues 

n  Legal – protection 
n  Financial – regulatory agency 

requirements 
n  Quality – quality indicators 

n  Pain management 
n  Organ donation and reporting 
n  Patient and family satisfaction surveys 



Resuscitation of Residents with 
DNR orders in LTCFs 

n  Measured the frequency of EMS calls to 
ECFs for patients with DNR orders 

n  Calls     392   
n  DNR     139 (35%) 
n  Resus. Attempted  29 (21%) 
n  Becker Yeargen et al. Prehospiital 

Emergency Care 2003: 7: 303-6. 



The Ohio Law on DNR-CC 

n  Creates a portable DNR 
n  Form   ID bracelet      
n  Wallet card 

n  Description of Components of CPR 
n  Stipulates what will NOT be done if pt is 

DNR 
n  Provides protection from liability  

PSDA passed Nov 1990, in effect Dec 1991. 





Ohio Law on DNR-CC 

n  Living will applies to persistent vegetative 
state. 

n  New version (1999) has provision for 
establishing DNR arrest or DNR Comfort 
Care only. 



Definitions 

n  DNR 
n  Old terminology, means Do not 

Resuscitate. 

n  DNR-CC-Arrest 
n  New Terminology, means do not 

resuscitate: Provide comfort care when the 
end comes, continue all other treatment 
until then. 



Definitions 

n  DNR – CC  
n  Means Comfort Care measures only are to 

be given.  Discuss with pt/family as to 
whether certain measures could be 
STOPPED, such as dialysis, Vent support, 
Lab draws, pressors, antibiotics, etc. 



Level of Care Orders 

n  Procedure for placing limits on resuscitative 
efforts 

n  Progress note  
n  Orders 
n  Copy of Ohio DNR – CC form 
n  End of each daily PN should state 

n  “Pt is DNR “ 
       



Iden%fica%on	of	Pa%ent	wishes	to	be	DNR	in	EPIC	
Premier	Hospital	Network	



Iden%fica%on	of	Pa%ent	wishes	to	be	DNR	in	EPIC	
Ke?ering	Health	Network	



Process	for	establishing	DNR	in	EPIC	
Order	Set	or	enter	DNR	or	“level	of	care”	in	new	order	sec%on.	



Process	for	establishing	DNR	status	in	EPIC	

Importance	of	adding	the	DNR	status	to	the	Problem	list	and	PMHx	



How I approach the patient 

n  Intro:  one last thing We are supposed 
to talk about is whether you have a 
Living will or DPOA-HC.  I  am not 
expecting any problems, but its best to 
talk about it when there isn’t an 
emergency and you can tell me what 
you want or don’t want. 



How I approach the patient 

n  Discussion: if the patient has a LW or 
DPOA-HC, they will usually let you 
know, and will be open to further 
discussion and frequently will want 
DNR.  If they don’t have any 
paperwork, I still go on to the next 
step: 



How I approach the patient 

n  Action Phase: “the piece of paper is not that 
important. What is more important is have 
you discussed your wishes with your family? 
Like I said, I am not expecting any problems, 
but if your heart stopped beating or you 
stopped breathing, would you want Chest 
compressions and electric shocks and having 
the tube put in so a machine can breath for 
you? 



How I approach the patient 
n  Action Phase:  This usually reveals the 

patients wishes, or reveals that they haven’t 
thought or talked about it with their family. 

n  I have never had a family or patient react 
negatively when the discussion was raised 
this way. 

n  Often, the patients who haven’t talked with 
the family will have a discussion later, and 
the next time I bring it up they will have a 
decision. 



Order of Principles 

n  Who Decides? 
n  Patient’s wishes 

n  Patient’s spokesperson 
n  Caregiver  

n  Physicians on case may invoke futility 
n  Ethics committee or consultant 



Who Decides? 

n  By law and by convention / tradition, 
the spouse is spokesperson, unless 
there is a compelling reason to suspect 
they do not have best interest of pt at 
heart. 

n  Adult Children are next in line. 
n  Parents are next 



Order of Priority by State 



Case 
17 y.o. male with history of meningitis at age 2, functional level at about 4 to 5 months 
from cerebral palsy.  Called by Family Physician regarding treatment options.   
 
Father of pt has devoted his life to care of the son.  Mother moved out but has visitation.   
 
Admitted to Children’s Hospital in November for shunt revision and pt hasn’t woken up 
since then. Came home from hospital Dec 8, with 

 VITAS Hospice care and 
 DNR order  made at request of father and in concert with Children’s 
Neurosurgery.   
They recommend no further surgery.  
 
Father wants to stop tube feeding, but mother does NOT.  The Doctor is asking 

about the proper path to take to come to a decision 



Case 

.  Dr Kaufhold recommended: 
 M a i ntain the DNR CC_A order. 
 M a i ntain Hospice, and recommendation for no further surgery 
 I f pt develops a medical complication, comfort care only. 
 I f pt remains stable, then should present case to the Children’s 
Hospital Ethics Committee in January.   
Case presents the issues of “protected” population since pt is a minor, as 
well as the conflict between the caregiver father, and the mother.  For an 
adult, the Father would have the right as spokesperson, but the case is 
complicated since the pt is under 18.  Also, since he receives his care at 
Children’s, their ethics committee is the proper forum for decision making 



Recent Updates on  
End of Life Care 

n  Affordable Healthcare Act would have 
included payment for physicians who take the 
time to discuss EoL issues with their patients. 
Now Funded  

n  Ohio has Bill in progress that would update 
the Patient Self Determination Act with 
MOLST- Medical Order on Life Sustaining 
Treatment. Has been waiting for debate since 
2010. … 



Who to Contact 

n  Each hospital has an Ethics Committee 
n  Nursing supervisor, risk manager 
n  Program Chairperson 
n  Write an order 
n  Discuss with attending if appropriate 
n  Attend a committee meeting to learn 

more! 


